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The Literacy Folder Overview

What Is It?

The Literacy Folder is an individual student folder that will follow the student across grades, to provide a clear picture of growth in literacy learning, and to help teachers, therapists, and others quickly access previous assessment information, sample portfolio pieces, and materials, strategies, and programs that have been implemented.  This folder will look different for preschool, elementary, middle school, and high school students.

Why Is It Needed?

The Literacy Folder is essential to provide a seamless transition in student literacy accomplishments and needs across grade levels.  For students with significant disabilities, assessment can be arduous and time-consuming.  It is crucial to retain assessment data, including informal assessment to chart progress, but also to avoid wasting valuable time.  Portfolio pieces across time will help educators plot change across a longer time span than a single school year.  Current teachers will be able to find information such as materials and programs that were successfully used with each student, and special interests that support literacy efforts.

Who Is the Target Audience?

The Louisiana Department of Education recommends that a Literacy Folder be initiated for all students with significant disabilities.  

What Should Be Included?

At a minimum, the materials listed below should be included in the Literacy Folder.  See age-group charts for additional materials that should be included based on student age.

Highly Recommended Materials for Inclusion in the Literacy Folder
• Formal Assessments:  information regarding formal assessments such as DIBELS

• Informal Assessments:  copies of informal assessments such as:  Literacy Rubric, The Bridge, Intervention Planning Tool (for suggested informal literacy assessment tools, see Musselwhite, 2008, Sample Assessment Tools, at the website listed in the footer of this document). 

• Portfolio Pieces:  this will include samples of student work.  Be sure to include as many writing genre as possible (poems, stories, reading response, photo descriptions, informational, procedural, etc.)  The 1-Minute Writing Context Checklist should be attached to several writing samples each year, so that factors such as the level of scaffolding can be seen (see Musselwhite & Hanser, 2009, at the website listed in this document footer).

• Literacy Experiences Summary:  The Literacy Experiences Summary sheet should be filled out at the end of the year.  This sheet describes literacy opportunities, interests, and challenges throughout the year (see Musselwhite, 2010, at the website listed in this document footer).

• Literacy Grade Level Expectations Chart:  It is recommended that the 

GLEs for Literacy be summarized into a chart, to be placed on the inside page of the Literacy Folder. This will serve as a visible reminder of literacy targets throughout the school year.

Recommended Materials for Inclusion in the Literacy Folder 

• Video Clips:  video of students engaging in literacy experiences in both small and large groups will provide a quick vision to a new team.  Include both reading and writing experiences, showing level of scaffolding.

• Audio Clips:  Oral sound bytes are a great way to show a student’s participation in a literacy experience.

Team-Selected Materials for Inclusion in the Literacy Folder 

Teams of students at various ages will want to select additional materials to include.  Samples are shown below:

• Preschool to Kindergarten might also include a list of language translators and sensory processing information, parent comments and logs.

• Elementary Grades might also include accommodations of the literacy curriculum used in general education.

• Middle Grades might also include a wider range of genre of writing, as students develop skills.

• High School might include information on literacy as it relates to work and independent living.

http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/Site%20Pages/LiteracyView.aspx 

