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LaSIG2 July Update
I. Region VIII
Speaker Spotlight:  Reginal Garey
I was born in Monroe, Louisiana in 1966. I went to Berg Jones Elementary where I played Pee-Wee football. I went to Jefferson Junior High and I played football for them as well. I then attended  Wossman High School. I was on the student council, the Science Club and I was the president of the science club, in my eleventh and twelfth grades, I played football in high school in all the four years that I was there. After my accident, I thought my life had ended. I looked for different things that would interest me.
At the age of twenty-eight, I moved into my own apartment, still looking for different things that I could become interested in.

 
I then heard about People First of Louisiana. I was curious, so I attended a meeting. Some of the things that I heard, I liked; but some them I didn't like.  People talked about believing in themselves and other people who thought negatively. When it was time to say something about myself, as I begin to speak, I told the group I have 2 disabilities. I am blind and in a wheelchair; but I still had the determination to make a difference for myself and others. The wheelchair was not a hindrance; it was helping me to get one place to the next. My eye-site was not a problem. I see people by their voices. At the same time that I was getting use to the group, they were having an election and looking for an alternate for my area at the state level. I ran and was elected. A couple of months later, I was elected to be representative. A while later we began to make some major changes, on the state level. Everything looked pretty good. We had our first election. I was elected as president. So I am Louisiana's 1st president for People First of Louisiana. My term was to be 1 year.  At the end of that term, I was asked to serve for two more terms, four years. I never did get the “big head.” My focus and dream, was to help more people with disabilities to speak up for themselves and they should feel that the sky is the limit. I was also thinking about our DSP'S. They need better pay. So I helped to fight for them to get an increase for more pay.  

I have gone to New York several times to speak at conferences. I have been to California, Georgia, Tennessee, Indianapolis and Washington D.C., to learn more about advocating. While on all my travels, PEOPLE FIRST of LOUISIANA was always on my mind. I am now a representative of my area. 

I also serve as a deacon in my church. I enjoy going around and advocating for others.    

 
II. Presentation:

7/2  “Getting to Know People First”
          Held at: Families Helping Families of Greater New Orleans

7/2   “Effective Advocating Meeting”
            Held at: Arc of Greater New Orleans

7/15   “Words Matter”

              Neighborhood Association Council    
              Held at: Northlake Supports & Services Center

7/18   “Building a Network of Volunteer Mentors and 8 Advisors

              Held at: Houma Civic Center Library         

III. People First/Local Self Advocacy Events:
 7/7  People First of Louisiana training for applicants who wish to serve as                                                                                                                                                                              chapter advisor to be held at:

606 Colonial Drive

Baton Rouge, La. 70806                                                                                        

IV. Resources: 
           
arcla.org
peoplefirstla.org
This month’s topic centers on the inclusion of students who are visually impaired
a.  Multiculturalism and Students with Visual Impairments in New South

www.highbeam.com/doc/1P-3863442241.html
b.  Meeting the Needs of Students with Visual Impairments

www.nsnet.org/start/visual.pdf
c.  Visual Impairment

www.ci.maryville.tn.us/mhs/MCSSped/visual.htm 
