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LaSIG2 Monthly Updates  
I. Region
                                     Speaker Spotlight:
I have to say, I never had a problem when any teachers or students of mine throughout my school years.  I came to the United States at the age of 3 in 1975.   I attended kindergarten at the age of 5 in 1977-80(ended in 2nd grade) at St. Joseph the Worker School.  I broke my hip & was out for the whole year.  We moved down here from Pennsylvania in 1980.  I attended 3rd grade to the 5th grade from Estelle Elementary School in Marrero from 81-85.  I was on bus patrol duty that I the other kids were happy I was involve with.  Although I consider it to be the first time I fell out of my chair, I was grateful that the other kids liked having me on their team for PE & that they talked to me during recess.  This is when I knew I was into athletic activity that involved the GUMBO games. The first year I was put into Special Ed as I attended 3rd grade, but I could not advance because of it.  I repeated 3rd grade, but was no longer in Special Ed, so I was able to advance from then on.  I attended 6th grade to the 8th grade from Allen Ellender Middle School from 85-88.  I finally attended 9th grade to 12th grade from L. W. Higgins High School.  The only thing I regret about my school years is that I was very shy & not out going until I was in the 10th grade.  I do wish though that I & others with a disability could be part of the school sport, whatever they may be.  I do hope that one day that will change if it can be.  To sum it all up in a nut shell, my school years were great as far as me being a student like everyone else.  In my early school years, I was able to leave to have my personal needs met & that I was able to leave a few minutes early between classes.  That was the only thing that I was given, but I really appreciate they fact that I was not treated any different from any of the other kids.              
Phuong Pham
 
II. Presentation:

a) Accessing Opportunities to Become a Self Advocate
b) Legislative Toolkit 

III.   People First/Local Self Advocacy Events
a) 4/6/09-- National Conversation on the state of the state’s budget teleconference             

                Anyone wishing to listen in to the teleconference is welcome to come to


         The People First of Louisiana office

                 606 Colonial Drive

                 Baton Rouge, La.   70806
                                  2:00 PM
b)  4/8/09—The Role of LaTEACH

               Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council

                                       647 Main Street

                                 Baton Rouge, Louisiana

c) 4/17/09—People First of Louisiana Board Meeting

                                             
     606 Colonial Drive

                                              Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70806
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There has been some discussion in the news about extending the current nine month school year to a twelve month school year.  
III. Resources:
a)  arcla.org

b)  peoplefirstla.org
c) How do I get Extended School Year (ESY) services for my child?

       Olrs.ohio.gov/ASP/orls_SpecEd4.asp – 23k

d) Should the school day be extended (in US)? – Yahoo Answers

       answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20061010174725AAVtp6h – 81k

e) Extended School Day

      www.iniana.edu/-reading/ieo/bibs/extschyr.html - 51k  
