Literacy Support for Students with Significant Disabilities

Action Step Recommendations from the Louisiana Department of Education for School Year 2009-2010

Target audience:  reading specialists, literacy coaches, special education teachers, principals         
For information, contact:  nanette.olivier@la.gov
	Item #
	Action Steps
	Resources
	Administrative and instructional persons responsible
	Timelines and status of implementation 

	1.
	Use the Access Guide (Significant Disabilities) website as the anchor for literacy information pertaining to students with significant disabilities.

Provide support for district, building, and classroom personnel to utilize this resource.  Ensure that special education teachers, reading coaches, families, principals, and other involved personnel have this information.
	Access Guide website http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov
Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/Site%20Pages/LiteracyView.aspx

	
	

	2.
	Use the draft Quality Indicators for Literacy Access (Significant Disabilities) in the design, implementation, and evaluation of literacy programs.  
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Quality Indicators for Literacy Access (Significant Disabilities)
	
	

	3.
	Establish a Literacy Folder for each student with a significant disability.  Use this structure to organize and archive literacy assessment/progress information, writing samples, video clips, etc.
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Literacy Folder description/instructions


	
	

	4.
	Provide all students with significant disabilities an age appropriate literacy rich environment.
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Literacy Access Images


	
	

	5.
	Provide all students with significant disabilities the opportunity to be engaged in reading for multiple purposes throughout the day.
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Every Day/Every Student Chart (Musselwhite, 2008)


	
	

	6.
	Provide every student with a significant disability multiple opportunities to write every day.  Use an “alternate pencil” strategy for those students who cannot access all letters of the alphabet in a traditional manner.
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· 1- Minute Writing Context Checklist (Musselwhite, 2010)

· Alternate pencil webinars http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/Site%20Pages/LiteracyView.aspx
	
	


	Item #
	Action Steps
	Resources
	Administrative and Instructional persons responsible
	Timelines and Status 

	7.
	Ensure that all students with significant disabilities are assessed using appropriate assessment tools on same schedule as other students.  Always use the tool identified by the district (e.g., DIBELS).
· If this is not sufficient,  use modified procedures

· If this is not sufficient, identify, secure, and administer an alternate assessment (as an additional assessment)
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Assessment for Students with Significant Disabilities: Flowchart of Options (Musselwhite, 2009)

· Sample Assessment Tools Chart

· literacy assessment webinars and training materials
	
	

	8.
	Consider using The Bridge as an assessment tool.  

· free and available on the web


	The Bridge

http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/resources/early-childhood-resources-1/the-bridge-assessment/
Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Assessment webinars (including use of The Bridge) and training materials
	
	

	9.
	Use informal assessment tools and checklists to support/guide instruction and assessment.
	Literacy tool bar (Access Guide website)

· Literacy Rubric (Kathy Staugler, 2007)

· Every Day/Every Student Chart (Musselwhite, 2008)
	
	

	10.
	Ensure that students with significant disabilities are provided literacy materials in an accessible format in a timely manner.
	http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/eia/2977.html
Instruction section of the Access Guide http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/Site%20Pages/Instruction.aspx
	
	


Other resources:

Louisiana Assistive Technology Centers (http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/eia/1538.html)

Tarheel Reader - free electronic books for emergent literacy level readers (Tarheelreader.org)
Center for Literacy and Disability Studies (http://med.unc.edu/ahs/clds)

AAC Intervention (http://www.aacintervention.com/)

Accessible Book Collection (www.accessiblebookcollection.org)
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