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Creating the Freedom
to Learn Well!




SIG Day – May 5, 2010
8:30am 
Registration 

9:00am 
Welcome

9:10am
KEYNOTE: “Inclusion 2010: Promoting Membership in the General  Education Classroom, Instruction, and Learning of General Education Curriculum for Students with Significant Disabilities”



Michael McSheehan, Project Coordinator, Institute on Disability



University of New Hampshire

10:45am – 11:00am BREAK

11:00am – 12:00pm
BREAKOUTS

· Michael McSheehan “Instructional Planning for Inclusive Practices”
· LASARD “The Big Picture: Designing environmental supports for students with ASD and related disabilities through natural environmental supports and universal design for learning”
· Nanette Olivier, LADOE “Literacy Access for Students with Significant Disabilities:  Supports at your fingertips!” 
12:00pm – 12:45pm – LUNCH

12:45pm – 1:45pm 
BREAKOUTS

1:45pm – 2:00pm BREAK

2:00pm – 3:00pm BREAKOUTS

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

 Michael McSheehan “Instructional Planning for Inclusive Practices” 

This session will address strategies and considerations for instructional planning for inclusive practices. A 5-Step instructional routines planning process will be presented. Outcomes of this approach as it is applied to teach academics to students with significant disabilities, will be presented.

Michael McSheehan, a project coordinator with the Institute on Disability/UCED and Clinical Assistant Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders, has been affiliated with the Institute on Disability since 1993. Michael is a coordinator of the newly funded National Inclusive Education Initiative for Students with Autism and Related Disabilities. He has worked on a variety of state and federally funded initiatives to advance research, policy, and practice in inclusive education, alternate assessment, augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), autism spectrum disorders, collaborative teaming, and Response to Intervention (RtI). Additionally, Michael is an active faculty member with the NH Resource Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders. As a researcher and professional developer, Michael has published peer-reviewed articles, book chapter, and a forthcoming book (Summer 2009) in the areas of autism, AAC, and access to and learning of general curriculum. He consults with various state departments of education and presents internationally. Currently, he is working with several states to replicate components of the Beyond Access Model to improve student and team outcomes in general education settings by assisting districts, schools, and teams to build their capacity to educate children with significant disabilities in general education classrooms. Michael shares exceptional skills in working with teams to solve challenging problems within school-wide improvement and reform efforts, and is nationally recognized for his presentations at TASH, OSEP, NATTAP, ASHA, and other inclusive education conferences.
LASARD “The Big Picture: Designing environmental supports for students with ASD and related disabilities through natural environmental supports and universal design for learning”
This session will provide tools for school teams to design programming for students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and related disabilities using the principals of Universal Design for Learning and natural environmental supports.  The session will be focused on practical strategies and tools, which can be utilized in school and classroom settings across the grade-span (Elementary-High School).  Topics such as utilizing peer supports, designing visual supports, and providing multiple ways to represent, express, and engage with classroom activities and content will be addressed.

The LSUHSC-Human Development Center’s Louisiana Autism Spectrum and Related Disabilities Project (LASARD) is a statewide project sponsored by the Louisiana Department of Education. The goals of the project are: (1) to improve educational practices and outcomes for students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and related disabilities and (2) to develop statewide capacity to provide high quality educational programs for these students. The LASARD Project was launched in 2006 and has been working in schools across the state since that time. Currently, LASARD provides on-going technical assistance and training to teams in 20 schools representing 7 school districts statewide.  The project also offers bi-annual statewide trainings, a Summer Institute, and free on-line training modules, as well as access to resources about best practices in educating students with ASD and related disabilities.  For more information on the LASARD project and resources, please visit the LSU Human Development Center website at www.hdc.lsuhsc.edu.

Nanette Olivier, LADOE “Literacy Access for Students with Significant Disabilities:  Supports at your fingertips!”
This session will provide an on-line tour of literacy resources available on the Louisiana Department of Education’s (LDE) web-based Access Guide that support literacy programs for students with significant disabilities.  These resources align with the LDE’s requirements and recommendations pertaining to local school systems’ provision of literacy opportunities for these students.  

Nanette Olivier works at the Louisiana Department of Education where she is the supervisor for programs serving students with significant disabilities and provides leadership across low incidence disabilities areas.  Ms. Olivier has partnered extensively with Louisiana educators and national consultants in designing and implementing a framework for the inclusion of students with significant disabilities into existing literacy programs.
 
