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of LOUISIANA




Regional
Speaker Spotlight: 
II. Presentation
Accessing Opportunities to Become a Self Advocate  
Legislative Toolkit
Making Lemonade
III. People First/Local Self Advocacy Events:
3/2/09---National Conversation on the State of the State’s Budget---teleconference  1:45 PM-3:30 PM
3/10/09---LaSIG2 District Meeting in St Charles Parish

3/12/09---LaTEACH Team Meeting

                   Developmental Disability Council Office

                   647 Main Street  

                   Baton Rouge, Louisiana    70801
                  Time: 1:30 PM 
                  For information:  contact Robbie Gray

3/13/09---People First of Louisiana board meeting

                  11:00 AM—4:00 PM
3/23/09---LaSIG2 District Meeting in Calcasieu          
                                           

3/30/09-4/2/09---Louisiana Disability Rights Summit
Resources:
This month’s topic centers on the advantages of the      

1. Early Steps Program for children with disabilities    
           
The Next Decade of Research on the Effectiveness of Early Intervention…Exceptional  Child; October 1, 1991: Guralnick Michael J
2.  The Road to Reading…Early Steps to Help Children Become Readers
www.childdevelopmentmedia.com/parenting/61618p.htlm
3.  Special Needs Children 
   www.suite101.com/reference/special_needs_children

4. arcla.org
5.  peoplefirstla.org

My name is Donna Spears and this is my education history. I could not start school at age five because it was unheard of for a disabled child to go to school in Jefferson Davis parish in 1971. My parents advocated seven years so I could get my education. Finally at age twelve there was a school in Lake Charles Louisiana 50 miles away that educated disabled children. I got on the Community Action Bus at 5:00 AM and did and not get home until 5:00 PM that afternoon. I went through several grades levels my first year. By the second year I worked my way up to the 5’Th grade and then I was mainstream...The following year I passed to the 6’Th grade. The following year I was transferred to North Side Junior High School but somehow the education wasn't based on reading, math, and science it was about sex and violence. So my mother took me out and had me tested to go directly into Jennings High school. The summer prior of entering high school my family was in a automobile accident and my knee was badly injured finally after being picked on and ridiculed plus having surgery on my knee and taking 3 months to recover I dropped out of school. In 1991 I put myself in communit8y home for everyday living skills and to get my GED and then on to college. No time in my educational endeavors was it easy, teachers doubt me constantly accusing me of cheating. I finally convinced them to allow me to take the ACT to go to college. I have a Bachelor Degree of Science in Psychology, an Associate Degree in the Arts of Psychology, and a Minor Degree in History.
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