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Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM):  

Are your systems in place for ALL students?

Requirements

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (04) requires that all students with print disabilities be provided their core instructional materials in an accessible format.  Furthermore, IDEA requires that these materials be provided to students in a timely manner, which, in Louisiana, is defined as “at the same time” that students without print disabilities receive their materials.  This is a tall order, and school systems across the state are working across multiple levels (e.g., school administrators, text book coordinators, central office personnel) to ensure that the AIM requirements are met.   

Students with Significant Disabilities

Did you know AIM requirements also apply to students with the most significant disabilities who have print disabilities, including those who participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 1?   In the past, the program content for these students focused strictly on functional skills.  These students are now required to have access to the general education curriculum/academic standards, and special consideration must be given to the instructional materials needed to access to this content.  For many students, this will entail the use of print supported by pictures, symbols, and graphics to convey ideas; materials available in an electronic format; and materials, which support engagement by students with motor impairments.

Getting Everyone on Board

Are your systems in place for the start of school year 2010-2011?  What about your school building level administrators, classroom teachers, reading coaches, text book coordinators, IEP facilitators, central office personnel, and family members?  Do they all understand their roles and responsibilities related to AIM?  For further information and assistance in meeting AIM requirements, refer to the following:

· Louisiana AIM http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/eia/2977.html  
· Significant Disabilities Access Guide (http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov)

· Nanette Olivier (Nanette.olivier@la.gov)

· Donna Broussard (donna.broussard@la.gov)

Examples of AIM in Action!

· Tarheel Reader – sample material www.tarheelreader.org 

· Sample photographs of AIM for students with significant disabilities http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/Literacy/AIM%20examples_pictures.ppt
· Sample video clips of AIM “in action” for students with significant disabilities

Identifying Vocabulary Using Symbols:
http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/Literacy/Identifying%20Vocabulary%20Using%20Symbols.wmv
Reading Electronic Reader:

http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/Reading%20Electronic%20Reader.wmv
Symbol Manipulation:

http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/Literacy/Symbol%20Manipulation%20Increases%20Attention.wmv
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Summer








Welcome to SIG Notes…





SIG Notes… is a new resource brought to you by the Louisiana State Improvement Grant (LaSIG) to share current examples of best practice happening throughout the state. These examples are easy to replicate and can be implemented in your school or district tomorrow! Many can be implemented with little or no up-front cost while still having a positive impact on your school or district. 





Below is a real-life example of what a school and/or district is doing to improve overall results for students, families, and their community. If you have questions, would like additional information, or if you have something to share, please contact us. Call our office at (225) 578-2805 or visit us online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lasig2.org" ��www.lasig2.org� 
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